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Draft Equalities Impact Assessment (EIA) 2024/25 
 
Decision makers should have due regard to the public sector equality duty in making 
their decisions. The equalities duty isa continuing legal duty and is not a duty to 
secure a particular outcome. Where appropriate the equalities impact will be 
revisited on each of the projects and/or savings proposals as they are developed. 
Consideration of the duty should precede the decision to implement them.  
 
The statutory grounds of the public sector equality duty are found at Section 149 of 
the Equality Act 2010 and are as follows: A public authority must, in the exercise of 
its functions, have due regard to the need to:  
 

 eliminate discrimination, harassment, victimisation and any other conduct that 

is prohibited by or under this Act. 

 

 advance equality of opportunity between persons who share a relevant 

protected characteristic and persons who do not share it. 

 

 Foster good relations between persons who share a relevant protected 

characteristic and persons who do not share it.  

 

Having due regard to the need to advance equality of opportunity between persons 
who share a relevant protected characteristic and persons who do not share it 
involves having due regard, in particular, to the need to:  
 

 remove or minimise disadvantages suffered by persons who share a relevant 

protected characteristic that are connected to that characteristic. 

 

 take steps to meet the needs of persons who share a relevant protected 

characteristic that are different from the needs of persons who do not share it.  

 

 Encourage persons who share a relevant protected characteristic to 

participate in public life or in any other activity in which participation by such 

persons is disproportionately low. 

 
The steps involved in meeting the needs of Disabled persons that are different from 
the needs of persons who are not disabled include, in particular, steps to take 
account of Disabled persons’ impairment  or long term health condition.  
 
Having due regard to the need to foster good relations between persons who share a 
relevant protected characteristic and persons who do not share it involves having 
due regard, in particular, to the need to:  
 

 Tackle prejudice,  

 Promote understanding. 
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Compliance with the duties in this section may involve treating some persons more 
favourably than others; but that is not to be taken as permitting conduct that would 
otherwise be prohibited by or under this Act.  
 
The relevant protected characteristics are:  
 

 Age 

 Disability 

 Gender reassignment 

 Pregnancy and maternity 

 Race 

 Religion or belief 

 Sex 

 Sexual orientation 

 Marriage and Civil partnership  

 

In addition to the above, the Council also recognise those who are ‘care 
experienced’ as being a protected characteristic.  
 
The Council must give due regard to its equalities duties, in particular with respect to 
general duties arising pursuant to Section 149 of the Equality Act 2010.  
 
When making any decisions about growth, savings, and investment the Council must 
have due regard to the need to advance equality, in particular, to the need to remove 
or minimise disadvantages suffered by persons who share a relevant protected 
characteristic that are connected to that characteristic.  
 
An analysis of the proposal to increase Council Tax levels is detailed below.  

Overall, these collective budget proposals are likely to result in a neutral impact on 

groups that share protected characteristics, under the Equality Act 2010. 

Council departments that have outlined efficiencies around staffing, these are 

centred around residents not experiencing any decline in services. They are 

anticipated to be realised through ‘natural wastage’ and the reduction in agency staff, 

avoiding compulsory redundancies. For any proposed restructure, an Equality 

Impact Assessment will be undertaken as part of the reorganisation process.  

As proposals are developed further, the assessment to date will be built upon and 

the impact will be assessed further and any mitigating measures identified, where 

appropriate, to prevent negative impact on any groups that share protected 

characteristics.    
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Analysis of the impact of Council Tax increase and applying Adult Social Care 
precept 
 
A 2.99% increase in Council Tax is proposed and the application of a 2% adult social 
care precept. These increases are modelled by the government in their spending 
power calculations for local government. This will take Band D Council Tax from 
£871.86 to £915.37.  
 
By increasing Council Tax, the Council can prevent reductions in services to local 
residents and in so doing can continue to mitigate against adverse impacts facing 
individual households. 
  
The percentage increase will be applied to all bands of council tax, as required by 
law. This will impact on all residents who are eligible to pay Council Tax. The 
average increase in cost per week on a Band D property is £0.85p. Since Council 
Tax is applicable to all properties it is not considered that the increase targets any 
one group; rather it is an increase that is applied across the board. At the same time 
because the increase is applied to all properties it is not possible to exempt any 
group.  
  
The impact of Council Tax could be mitigated through the Local Council Tax Support 
scheme and other exemptions and discounts. 
 
Council Tax Exemptions and Discounts 
 
Some properties are exempt, or qualify for a discount, from Council Tax. The 
different classes of exemptions/discounts are listed below. 
  
Occupied Properties with only the following residents: 

a) full time students (they must complete an application form and return it to us 

with a council tax certificate from their place of study);  

b) severely mentally impaired people;  

c) a foreign diplomat who would normally have to pay Council Tax;  

d) people who are under 18;  

e) members of a visiting force who would normally have to pay Council Tax;  

f) elderly or disabled relatives of a family who live in the main property, in certain 

annexes and self-contained accommodation. 

If there is only one other resident in the property who does not fall into one of the 
above categories, then the property will receive a 25% discount rather than be 
exempt.  If there are more than two such residents, then the property will neither be 
exempt nor receive a discount. 
 
Unoccupied properties  

g) owned by a charity are exempt for up to six months;  

h) empty due to resident receiving care in a hospital or home elsewhere;  

i) empty as resident has been sent to prison;  

j) empty as resident has moved to care for someone else;  

k) empty awaiting probate and for six months after probate is granted;  
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l) has been repossessed;  

m) is the responsibility of a bankrupt's trustee;  

n) is waiting for a minister of religion to move in,    

o) empty by a student whose term-time address is elsewhere,  

p) empty because it is against the law to live there, including from 1st April 2007 

where a planning condition prevents occupation;  

q) empty as it forms part of another property and may not be let separately. 

Pitch or mooring  
r) that doesn't have a caravan or boat on it is also exempt. 

  
Those who are care experienced up to the age of 25 are now exempt from having to 
pay Council Tax. As part of the budget proposals for 2024/25, the Council will now 
provide exemptions for in-house foster carers and special guardians. This is in 
addition to over 13,000 households who currently receiving Council Tax support in 
Hammersmith and Fulham. 
  
Those who feel they are entitled to an exemption are encouraged to contact the 
Council and information on how to do that is provided by the Council when Council 
Tax Bills are issued. Support for people struggling with their Council Tax Bill is also 
offered through advice centres. 
  
The liability for Council Tax is summarised below: 
 
Total dwellings in the borough 94,177 100% 

Reductions:   

Exemptions (mainly students, includes care leavers and vacant 
properties) 

(3,415) (4%) 

Council Tax support claimants (elderly & working age on low 
income) 

(10,087) (11%) 

Single person discount (25% discount) (26,143) (27%) 

Dwellings liable for 100% of Council Tax  54,532 58% 

 


